
For help 

To report Valuable Contacts for 

Elder Abuse Suspicions 

) Horry County Department of 

Social Services: 915-4700 

) Horry County Police: 915-8019 

) Georgetown County 

Department of Social Services: 

546-2334 

) Georgetown County Police: 

545-4300 

> Brunswick County Department 

of Social Services: 910-253-2118 

) Brunswick County Sheriff s 

Office: 910-253-2777 

) SLED, Special Victims Unit: 

803-737-9000 

Inside 

A look at the characteristics of atrisk 

seniors and caretakers 
I 
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Local elder abuse often masked 

Advocates say cases often go unreported 

because of insufficient caregiving, fears 

B M0MQuE NEwToN 
The Sun News 

As advocacy groups such as the 

AARP recognize today as World Elder 

Abuse Awareness Day, Grand Strand 

experts say elder abuse may largely go 

unreported. 

It is here now, and it s happening 

every day, and it s not just people 

getting hurt in nursing homes,  said M. 

Robin Morris, an elder law attorney in 

Conway. 

In Horry County, 15.9 percent of residents 

are 65 and older; in Georgetown 

County\17.4 percent; and in Brunswick 

County, N.C.,18 percent, according to 

the 2005 U.S. Census. 

It is unclear how n older residents 

of the three counties are abused because 

many local police departments and 

hospitals and county social service 

departments do not separate elder abuse 

cases from the rest of their caseload, 

making them diflicult to quantiI 

The Myrtle Beach Police Department, 

one of the few agencies that keeps track 

of the incidents, had 11 reports of elder 

abuse from 2002 until early June. 

Coastal Carolina University s Center 

for Active Aging and Retirement 

applied for a grant in January from the 

Department. of Justice to collect statewide 

data on incidents of abuse and 
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Another common problem is 

that offspring are far away, said 

Reagan Callaghan of Elder 

Advocates of South Carolina 

Inc. ÓWhen theyÒre out of state, 

Mom and Dad rest up for them 

and theyÒre on their best 

behavior,Ô Callaghan said. 

ÓThat isnÒt always reflective of 

what their day-to-day life is like 

when there arenÒt any visitors 

here.Ô 

Financial exploitation is a 

tough issue because people can 

sometimes legally take money 

from victims, said Gloria 

Bonali, an Horry County 
representative on the S.C. 

Silver Haired Legislature. 

ÓTheyÒve gotten them to sign 

papers, half the time not knowing 

what theyÒre signing,Ô she 

said. 

Fears might also mask the 

prevalence of elder abuse. 

ÓA lot of people wonÒt call for 

help because theyÒre afraid of 

getting put in a nursing home 

and thatÒs not what they want 

to do,Ô said Mary Lou Brown, 

executive director of GrAce 

Ministries, which provides 

resources to assist the elderly. 

But a filed report doesnÒt 

always mean a protected citizen, 

said Rick Shelly of the 

Horry County Department of 

Social Services. ÓThe protection 

of an adult is somewhat 

different from a child,Ô he said. 

ÓIf they donÒt want to you to 

intervene or refuse to cooperate, 

thereÒs not a whole lot that 

an agency can do.Ô 

The area could be a target for 

those looking to scam 

unsuspecting seniors, some say. 

ÓThe more people that move 

here that become older and 

frail, weÒre going to see those 

exploiters that come here to 

help them and help themselves 

to their assets.Ô Morris said. 

Ata glance 

Characteristics of at-risk seniors 

) Advanced age 

Low self-esteem 

) Economically dependent on others 

) Alcohol abuser 

) Internalizes his/her blame 

) History of abuse 

) Extremely loyal 

) Isolated 

) Impaired 

Characteristics of at-risk 

caretakers 

) Alcohol abuser 

) Drug abuser 

Sufferer of dementia 

)Ñ Emotionally unstable 

Low self-esteem 

) Limited caregiving experience 

Financially troubled 

) History of abuse 

) Stressed 

) Limited respite 

) Constantly blames others for his! 

her circumstances 

) Has unrealistic expectations 

) Economically dependent on senior 

Hypocritical 

Source: Vol.28 of The Gerontologist 
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neglect that appear in emergency 

rooms. ÓWe just know 

this is the tip of the iceberg,Ô 

said Jan Bowman, director of 

the Center for Active Aging and 

Retirement, of reported cases. 

ÓWeÒre trying to go back in and 

have the data so we can quantify 

whatÒs going on.Ô 

Elder abuse is defined by 

Frank Adams, of the S.C. 

lieutenant governorÒs Office on 

Aging, as financial, physical or 

psychological harm done to 

someone over 65, and is 

commonly found in the form of 

neglect. 

ÓNeglect can take the form of 

not taking care of a personÒs 

needs by ignoring them or not 

intervening so that they can 

hurt themselves,Ô said Adams, 

the officeÒs ombudsman. 

The tricky part, Bowman 
said, is that most cases of elder 

abuse are not reported, which 

she attributes to the prevalent 

forms of caregiving. 

ÓFamilies are taking care of 

each other, and oftentimes 

theyÒre not equipped to do 

that,Ô Bowman said. 

Some adult children, particularly 

single sons, are likely to 

suffer from what Bowman said 

psychologists sometimes call 

ÓPeter Pan syndrome.Ô 

ÓTheyÒre dependent on their 

parent, but a lot of times they 

havenÒt grown up themselves,Ô 

she said. 

A recent example, Bowman 

said, is the case of Charles 

Wesley Lawrimore, 47, of 

Georgetown, who was 

sentenced to 25 years in prison 

in April for elder abuse that 

resulted in the death of his 

85-year-old mother. 

One local group is taking 

extra steps to combat abuse. 

Evelyn Johnson, director of 

the Brunswick County Department 

of Social Services, said 

the county recently joined three 

other counties to form the Cape 

Fear Elder Abuse Prevention 

Network to spread awareness. 

Mary Ebosh, 64, said itÒs sad 

that it takes a major elder 

abuse case to get people to 

focus. ÓElder abuse can be very 

subtle,Ô she said. ÓI think itÒs 

the responsibility of the society 

in general to report it Ù they 

may save someoneÒs life.Ô 

> Contact MONIQUE NEWTON at 
626-0321 or 

mnewton@thesunnews.com. 
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